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ROAD SAFETY — BOOZE BUS OPERATIONS 

469. Mr F.A. ALBAN to the Minister for Police:  

Can the minister advise why, despite being lobbied by members opposite to cut booze bus services, the state 
government will remain steadfast in its efforts to improve road safety?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for Swan Hills for his question. I know he is genuinely committed to road safety. He has the 
same views as I do about those who drink and drive, particularly those who drive while over the limit. Although 
statistics do not indicate the impact of improvements in positioning and timing of random breath testing 
operations, the harsh reality is that one in eight drivers who are tested show alcohol in their system. In the 12 
months from 1 July 2009, 903 operations were conducted, with 41 of those in regional areas. Of the drivers 
tested in 2009–10, 1.2 per cent were over the legal limit. The question suggested that some members opposite are 
opposed to booze bus testing. I was staggered to receive a letter from the member for West Swan, whose 
electorate neighbours that of my colleague the member for Swan Hills. It is worth sharing the member for West 
Swan’s serious concern about people drinking and driving. I received her letter some weeks ago. I will not read 
all of it. It reads —  

Ms R. Saffioti: It was about local businesses.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for West Swan did not mention which local businesses they were. The 
comments are staggering.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He hates it when it hits home!  

Let me share this information.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I will always give you an opportunity to ask a question in this place. 
However, today I formally call you to order for the first time. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I’m not going to write you any more letters if you’re going to broadcast them to Parliament.  

The SPEAKER: The member for Albany obviously wants to join with the member for Warnbro in being called 
formally for the first time. I will oblige him and do so.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is a serious issue when a member of Parliament writes to me. The member for West 
Swan was obviously opposed to the booze bus operation on West Swan Road, Caversham.  

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: A question has been asked and I expect to hear an answer. For those on my left, I would 
appreciate some silence.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am advised that the booze bus operation began at 3.00 pm, which is the peak time for 
businesses, according to the member for West Swan. Her letter reads —  

It is for this reason that I request the WA Police to be mindful of these businesses and if an RBT is 
required in this location that it be in better suited hours. 

I can only assume that she means when they are closed and everyone has gone to bed! I find the last paragraph 
staggering. It reads —  

I also believe it would be appropriate if the WA Police improved their communication with local 
businesses prior to parking a booze bus in front of these small businesses.  

The member for West Swan wants the police to advertise the location of their booze buses.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, you may have noticed that I am on my feet and I do not need to hear 
any talk from you either. I formally call you for the first time today; likewise, member for Bassendean. I 
presumed you finished the answer, minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I am just about to conclude. 
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Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I want to let the house know that I did pass the information on to the member for West 
Swan that I was advised by WA Police that there were no business premises located in or near the area where the 
bus was operating, and that there would have been little if any inconvenience to motorists or businesses in the 
area. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I formally call you for the first time today. Member for Bassendean, I 
know you understand how this place works. I formally call you for the second time today. 
 


